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Hey!       December 7, 2007
Merry Christmas!   Yup!  I still say that! 

Hope you had a great week!  Mine was awesome and busy, as usual.  
Good busy, though. I finished decorating the inside of my house, com-
pleted the tree and the table setting, and then even finished hanging all 
of the outside lights, greenery, and bows. The house looks beautiful, if I 
do say so myself.  I just LOVE Christmas! 

Had an opportunity to go to the 43rd Street Grand Illumination this 
week. Having lived on 45th Street, I was considered an Alum! 
The owners of the house where I previously lived on 45th street  have 
become dear friends, and they invited me 
back to my “old” house for a 
“Pre-lighting” party, and then to 
the illumination! What a cool, 
cool neighborhood tradition!   I 
think I wrote you about this a few 
years back. It is truly spectacular. 

I actually got to meet the gentle-
man this year who started the 
grand illumination.  Very funny!  
You see, about twenty years or so 
ago, he was “new” to 43rd street, 
and right before Christmas, he 
began to decorate the outside of his 
house with those big, bright, colored lights! He 
said that right in the middle of hanging a string 
in his tree, a little “Virginia Lady” from across 
the street walked over and said, “Excuse me! 
We only use the tiny, white lights to decorate on 
43rd street.” He said with that, he went out and 

•  Just a typical sidewalk in my old 
    ocean front neighborhood!
 • My previous house... isn’t she 
    beautiful!  
•  Brooke and Mercer!
•  Hanging out in my former kitchen!



bought every big, bright, colored bulb he could find and had so much fun with it, that soon 
others on the street were adding a bit of “color” to their houses, too.  Well, all these years 
later - it is a “Let’s see who can out-do whom” contest! The whole neighborhood begins at 
one end of 43rd street, and together, they all go house by house as each one lights up their 
home. The mob of revelers continues to slosh across Atlantic Avenue as the party ends at 
the Atlantic Ocean. They even have officers who stop traffic to let the “Merry” men and 
women cross safely. This year, a few of the neighbors joined in to help the officers stop the 
traffic on Atlantic Avenue.  You get my drift... It is just a fun-filled evening of lights, food, 
parties, drinks, neighbors, and a huge MOB meandering down the street, arm-in-arm.  Just 
a blast. It rained this year, and it was still 
packed! 

Here are Richard and Al. 
Al actually started the 43rd Sreet Grand 
Illumination about 20 years ago...



 Jessica and Ricky are doing 
great.  Jessica finishes her final 
semester of college this Friday!  
Whoo Hoo!  They also called me 
last night and sent me these two 
photos of their new puppy!  Isn’t 
he adorable?  I’ll have to stop by 
this week and meet my new Grand dog!

The Westin finally opened and Jeremy 
started his new job last week. He loves 
it, but is so busy, I hardly even get to talk 
with him anymore! 

Remember I told you I sold a bunch of my birds at the Holi-
day Show?  Well, just this week four new babies emerged from 
their nest and I checked another nest that has FIVE eggs in 
it!  What’s up with that?  I 
thought they were only sup-
posed to mate in the Spring! 
Here is a shot of three of the 
four new babies. Aren’t they 
sweet! Wanna buy one?  Ha! 

I have also had several calls 
and emails from folks who 
bought some of my canned goods at the show and they wanted 
more.  Some of them wanted cases to give away for Christmas 
gifts!  Cool, huh?  I am being very careful to keep all of the 
money separate so I can actually start a new business account. 
Who knows - this may be the start of something BIG! 



OK, still lots to tell you, but it will have to wait for 
next week. 

Here are a few shots from my Christmas decora-
tions. I will take more for next week and will get 
some of the exterior as well. 

Pray for our men and women overseas this holiday 
season! 



P.S.  NOTE OF CAUTION… 20 employees were fired from The New York Times here in Norfolk for sending lewd and indecent emails.  (To my knowledge, none of the 20 were on our joke list - even though some of the 
attorneys who represent the company were!)  I have asked each and every one of you on this list to tell me if the jokes that accompany these “Follies” place you in jeopardy, or even if they offend you.  Please understand that they 
are intended to be light-hearted and are not mean-spirited in any way.  If you are ever offended, do not hesitate to ask to be taken off the Friday Follies Joke List.   PSS.  If you send a joke and I don’t use it, it is because it has been 
used before, and I try not to repeat.  Remember, I have been sending these since August of 1997.  One tends to go through huge numbers of jokes that way.  Disclaimer:  When anyone asks if I type all of these jokes, the answer 
is, “No!”  I cut and paste one evening during the week (30 minutes, TOPS). Obviously  I don’t have time to sit, read, and retype jokes all day!   

To all of you on my Friday Follies List, whether you are in Manila, 
Singapore, Kuwait, Bermuda, Virginia Beach, Mississippi, Los 

Angeles, San Francisco, Minnesota, Indiana, Colorado, Lake Tahoe, 
Philadelphia, Key West, New Jersey, North Carolina, Indonesia, 
Washington D.C., Iraq, Costa Rica, Poland, Maryland, West (By-God) 
Virginia, Nashville, Florida, Saudi Arabia, Chattanooga, France, 
Phoenix, New York, Oregon, Russia, Maine, Australia, Bangkok, or 
Yuma, have a wonderful, wonderful week!

God bless.
Remember, life is short!

We need to make it a good one.
 Grow in peace and wisdom.
 Your Friday Friend,
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